JOHN & MELANIE BIRKENBINE - APRIL 8, 2020

I will build my Church
"I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it"
- Matthew 16:18

Melanie and John - Summer 2019

Melanie and John aged using the FaceApp.
Our prayer for students is for a lifetime, not just 4 years in college.

THE "FACEAPP"
"More compelling was to ponder what our
spiritual lives would look like 50 years from now"
In the summer of 2019 the “FaceApp” was all over social media!
The ability to take a photo of yourself and make yourself younger or
older was thrilling. It was fun to ponder what Melanie and I would
physically look like 50 years from now. It was even more compelling
to ponder what our spiritual lives would look like 50 years from now.
(I checked the app store and there isn’t an app for that.)
Something we often dream with students about the impact of a
life, daily surrendered to Jesus, 20 years from now. Will we return to
a Millersville Navigators reunion in 2040 reminiscing of the glory
days? Or will we tell stories of how God is moving in our families,
coworkers and neighborhoods? Will our years in college be the
closest we’ve ever been to God or will our college years be merely a
launching point to something much bigger… something much better?

We take very seriously what Paul teaches
in Philippians 4. When writing to the
church in Philippi, Paul speaks to the
partnership the church has in his ministry
and their giving of financial and material
gifts to him.
He says in verse 17:
“Not that I was looking for a gift, but what
might be credited to your account.”
The ministry that we have to students
at Millersville is a partnership with you!
Many of you have been praying,
encouraging and giving generously for 8
years! Much has been credited to our
accounts! On the next page, read about
Johnny’s story!
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One small step for man..
On July 21, 1969, Commander Neil Armstrong stepped outside the
Lunar Module, becoming the first human to step foot on the surface of the
moon. His words have now become iconic with the mission itself… “That’s
one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” The step from the
ladder to the surface was a very small step by physical standards.
However, what the step meant for the trajectory of the human race was
not to be underestimated.
Often college ministry is called a “launching ministry”. For better or
worse, the students we minister to are setting the trajectory of their lives
during these important years.

This past semester one of our students took “one small ‘dunk’ for man”. Johnny was baptized this fall and I (John)
had the privilege of doing his baptism. Two years ago, in the student center, I shared the good news of Jesus with
him. I shared that he could have a loving relationship with the God of the universe! Here he was, 2 years later, ready
to publicly profess his devotion to Jesus as Lord of his life and his desire to follow him for a lifetime. The trajectory of
his life has forever changed! Where will he go? What neighborhood will be blessed because he lives there? How will
his wife and children one day be blessed because of him?
Johnny has a deep love for the Spanish language and even spent a semester abroad in Spain. He’s pondering what
cross-cultural ministry might look in his life. An old saying in our group has been “From the Ville to the nations!”, the
Lord has a desire for all people, in all nations, at all times. Johnny is wondering how God might want him to
participate in that same desire.

Johnny's Story
I was raised in the church since my earliest years, however,
my faith had been based in a sense of cultural pride and
making good moral decisions. Although I professed faith, my
life reflected the opposite. After making bad friendships in
Junior High, I began to fall into obsessions over girls, politics,
music, and pleasing people. I had a sense that Christianity
was true, but I was unsure why I was lacking any true joy or
satisfaction; I was wondering what it was that I was missing.
When I joined Navigators, I noticed that the dynamic of the
believers that I met were very different than what I had seen
anywhere else; they all seemed to care deeply about Jesus
and his teachings as though it were a living reality. One day,
John and I met together to talk about a misunderstanding I
had concerning the nature of forgiveness and doing good. It
was at that moment that I learned that our salvation is not
obtained by our “righteous” acts, but by faith in Jesus Christ;
grace is not a wage, but a gift (Ephesians 2:8-9)! This
realization caused me to truly experience the joy of freely
given grace. Due to this grace, I began to want to know Christ
more, I wanted to know what other great things Jesus had
done. I can say that, since that talk with John, I have been far
less controlled by my past desires for girls, politics, etc. I have
more satisfaction with life and more joy then I have ever
experienced before.This grace was the missing peace that I
had been searching for and now have.

In October, John had the privilege of baptizing Johnny in
their local church. We are excited to see what God will do in
Johnny's life after graduation!

Thank you for partnering with us to impact the
next generation for the sake of the Gospel!
These may seem like small investments at
times, but they are giant leaps in the Kingdom of
God!
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Our Growing Family
Caleb:
Our Hot Wheels, Paw Patrol loving 3-year-old
is growing in size and personality! He plans to
start pre-school in the fall and he’s gone to
his first couple “little kid” wrestling practices.
Nothing is too hard for him if you make it a
competition. (No idea which parent he got
that from!...) He can be a little shy at first but,
warms up and is excited to tell you he’s 3!

Ian:
We have a toddler! Ian turned 1 in January
and is busy, busy, busy! When he’s not
stealing his brother’s toys or fusing to be
held, he’s probably getting into a cabinet or
leaving a trail of toys behind him. He’s a
great snuggler and we are extremely bias
about his cuteness! He's recently begun to
enjoy "helping" to clean and wipe things
around the house and is obsessed with
brushing his teeth. He also seems to be a
bottomless pit at meal time... Heaven help
our food budget when this boy is a teenager!

COVID-19 Update:
Please continue to pray for the situation around the world. As you
probably already know, in March, the University moved to have all
classes online for the rest of the spring semester. Students are no
longer living in the dorms and campus is very quiet. However, they
On March 26th we hosted our first virtual "Nav Night" on
still
desire meaningful connection and we want to meet them there!
Zoom. We had 40+ students sign in!
We are excited about the opportunity to brain storm and explore new ways of doing ministry on campus! A teacher
I respect a lot once said "As Christians, we must keep one foot in the new and one foot in the ancient." We live by
ancient truths that have stood the test of time. We will be unwavering in our belief of what Christ can do in a
surrendered heart. However, we are called, as modern Christians, to bring the Gospel in the native tongue of the
people we love. In our modern digital world, I wonder how Jesus would like to advance his Gospel in the midst of a
world-wide pandemic?
He is trustworthy and good. He is our only hope!
Jesus said "I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." (Matthew 16:18)
We believe that Jesus will continue to move in peoples lives and we want to be on the front lines with him!
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