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The stranger who resides with you  
shall be to you as the native among you,  

and you shall love him as yourself,  
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt;  
I am the Lord your God.    Leviticus 19:34 
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May 2022 Dear Friends, 
 
In 1 Corinthians Paul talks about teamwork in planting and watering. In Galatians he talked about reaping, if 
we do not grow weary. But in all of our efforts, we are reminded that it is God who causes the growth, and we 
have seen growth this past semester as a result of much planting and watering among internationals, both on 
campus and via ESL in the community. Campus outreach events included a Chinese Spring Festival celebra-
tion, Easter Dinner, bi-monthly Global Gathering dinners with Bible discussions, and personal involvement in 
the lives of students. In the community, ESL for internationals took place weekly, as did various Bible studies.  
 
A highlight of the year is our annual six-day trip to the Cincinnati area, from which we recently returned. 
Three of us were leaders and there were twelve internationals – six believers and six unbelievers, seven 
graduate or doctoral students at NC State, and five from our ESL program and Bible studies with internation-
als from the community. For this prayer letter, we will highlight some of the participants on that trip. 

Jasmine was a wealthy and successful businesswoman before she became a follower of Christ. 

She has made some unfortunate decisions in the past and had been betrayed in relationships before 

becoming a believer. But now four years after her 

decision of faith she has grown greatly and is a 

zealous ambassador of the gospel, especially with 

other Chinese, such as Jian and Rong, an older 

couple from ESL who don’t know the Lord. Jas-

mine explained in Chinese many unfamiliar things 

to them in the Creation Museum and Ark, and 

recently, at the semester-end ESL party, gave 

one of the best testimonies of conversion we’ve 

heard. Her almost-seven-year-old son Lucas 

was loved by everyone on the trip. Before we all 

parted  at the end of the trip, Jasmine was already plan-

ning a reunion, which everyone was excited about. Because of Jasmine, now another 

Chinese woman from ESL and her husband, who are unbelievers, along with their two 

children, plan this summer to retrace the same journey we took and see the same 

places that we did, including the Creation Mu-

seum and the Ark. 

“White” is what the Chinese name Bao means, so that is what this 

computer networking student goes by as his English name. Coming 

from a wealthy family and driving a BMW around campus, White is a 

friendly skeptic of Christianity who nevertheless likes to hang around 

Christians in our circles. 
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Brenden’s Blog: I like water. It feels good going in me in various forms, especially 
milk and juice. It feels good draining out of me. It feels good surrounding me at bath time. I 
like water.  
 

Recently I went to the beach for the first time and saw lots of water. It’s saltier than I’m 
used to. It’s colder than I’m used to, and the waves are much bigger than I can make in my 
bathtub. The ocean is so big. In fact, it would be very scary if God hadn’t declared about 
the sea, “I placed boundaries on [you]…I said ‘Thus far you shall come, but no farther; And 
here shall your proud waves stop’” (Job 38:10-11). God is much bigger and more powerful 
than the ocean. How small I must be, and yet, Mom and Dad say that He cares for me. 
Wow. 

Until next time, be warmed and filled and dry (except at bath time).  - Brenden 

Joseph, a master’s student from China studying economics, considers himself a 
deep thinker. He has come to agree that the complexity of creation is strong evi-
dence for a Creator and has testified to his belief. This does not make him a 
Christian, but is a step in the right direction. He has come regularly to most of 
our campus outreach events during the year, including our twice-monthly Global 
Gathering on campus. He had also met once with Karl for a Bible overview be-
fore the trip and has many questions. He says he wants to study the Bible  
more. 
 
Petite and pleasant Minjeong shatters 

the stereotype of what a judge should look like. 
Both she and her husband Ryan graduated top of their class in 

S. Korea and are both lawyers and judges there. He is doing further stud-
ies at Duke. They were sideline Christians until Minjeong’s best friend (a 
strong Christian) and her family drowned in a boating accident. Now 
more serious about their faith, both Minjeong and Ryan have grown 
greatly in their walk with Christ this year via ESL, Global Connect, and 
now also (Minjeong) through the Cincinnati trip. 
 

Trifosa, from Indonesia, is a graduate student in ecology. Her father is a pastor in that major-
ity-Muslim land and she herself is a strong and growing believer in Christ. She is exceptionally friendly,  
outgoing, winsome and fun to be around. One of the unbeliever guys on the trip said he’d like to marry someone 
like her one day. Like many Chinese and other internationals, he likes the morality and wants the lifestyle of 
Christians, but does not yet see Trifosa’s essential connection to Christ as His disciple to be who she is. 
 

As highly educated adults who have come through secular schools in their respective countries, some of the 
Christians may have struggled with reconciling the “science” they have learned and their faith in the veracity of the 
Bible regarding origins. We believe that the visits to the Creation Museum and Ark, as well as the three apologet-
ics DVDs we watched in the evenings have strengthened their faith. 

 

The unbelievers, on the other hand, were chal-
lenged to rethink what they’ve been taught all 
these years, up to and including the present, 
regarding the biblically and scientifically bank-
rupt concept of evolution. They were also chal-
lenged with the gospel, both in the apologetics 
films and in one-on-one opportunities on the 
trip. Every one of these trip participants is a 
dear soul for whom Christ died. 
 

Thank you for your partnership in this ministry 
to the nations who dwell among us. 
  In Christ’s abundant love, 
      Karl and Jo Ann 
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