“Ultimate Question(s)”
June 28,2026 Mark 8:27—30  Pastor Todd McAllister

Introduction— Ultimate, most important, matter of life or death
Mark 8:27-30 is the culmination of the first 8 chapters.

of the question:
“...on the way...” Mark 8:27
So much of life happens “on the way.”

of the question:

(and more)

Discipleship strategy—O.T. Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Discipleship strategy of Jesus—Life on life
Told them what and why Mark 1:17
Showed them how Mark 1:21—6:6
Got them started Mark 6:7-13
Kept them going Mark 6:14—8:30

(Mark 7:20; 8:15)

of the question
“Who do people say that | am?” Mark 8:27-28

“King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
said, ‘John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why
these miraculous powers are at work in him.” But others said, ‘He
is Elijah.” And others said, ‘He is a prophet, like one of the prophets
of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom |
beheaded, has been raised.”” Mark 6:14-16

“But who do say that  am?” Mark 8:29

Matter of and

(continued on other side)

“Ultimate Question(s)” (continued)

“I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe
that | am, you will die in your sins.” John 8:24 NASB

Monotheistic Society Deuteronomy 6:4; John 10:33

Struggle through the centuries
Councils of Nicea
Arian Heresy: Jehovah’s Witness, Unitarian Church,
Thomas Jefferson, Muslims, Orthodox Jews,
many within churches today

to the question: “You are the Christ”
Mark 8:29

Not only is the response to this question a matter of life and
death but it is also the
that Christ is building.

for the entire church

“’But who do you say that | am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,

‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”” Matthew 16:15-18

= How have you answered this ultimate question?

= How prepared are you to help someone else understand who
Jesus is?
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Introduction— Ultimate, most important, matter of life or death
Mark 8:27-30 is the culmination of the first 8 chapters.

Context of the question:
“...on the way...” Mark 8:27
So much of life happens “on the way.”

Purpose of the question: Discipleship (and more)
Discipleship strategy—O.T. Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Discipleship strategy of Jesus—Life on life
Told them what and why Mark 1:17
Showed them how Mark 1:21—6:6
Got them started Mark 6:7-13
Kept them going Mark 6:14—8:30

(Mark 7:20; 8:15)

Content of the question
“Who do people say that | am?” Mark 8:27-28

“King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
said, ‘John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why
these miraculous powers are at work in him.” But others said, ‘He
is Elijah.” And others said, ‘He is a prophet, like one of the prophets
of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom |
beheaded, has been raised.”” Mark 6:14-16

“But who do you say that | am?” Mark 8:29

Matter of life and death
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“I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe
that | am, you will die in your sins.” John 8:24 NASB

Monotheistic Society Deuteronomy 6:4; John 10:33

Struggle through the centuries
Councils of Nicea
Arian Heresy: Jehovah’s Witness, Unitarian Church,
Thomas Jefferson, Muslims, Orthodox Jews,
many within churches today

Response to the question: “You are the Christ”
Mark 8:29

Not only is the response to this question a matter of life and
death but it is also the foundation for the entire church
that Christ is building.

“’But who do you say that | am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,

‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I tell you,
you are Peter, and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”” Matthew 16:15-18

= How have you answered this ultimate question?

= How prepared are you to help someone else understand who
Jesus is?



